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The appearance of the Lettish [Latvian] Communist weekly, the 
Zihna (Struggle) at this period in the development of the Communist 
movement in America is of tremendous significance for our Lettish 
comrades and for the Lettish masses in America. 

The Lettish comrades have played an important role in the estab- 
lishment and the unfolding of the Communist movement in Amer- 
ica. With the crushing of the revolutionary movement in the Baltic 
provinces in 1905 thousands of Lettish workers migrated to the 
United States, bringing with them their traditions of struggle and he- 
roic devotion to the cause of the workers and the organizational train- 
ing acquired by close contact with the party of Lenin in Russia, these 
Letts at once affiliated with the Socialist Party and early in the strug- 
gle against its reformistic practices and program formed the backbone 
of its left wing. In 1912-1913 the Socialist Propaganda League was 
organized in the Lettish Club in Boston which formed the center of 
opposition to the Berger-Hillquit machine in the Socialist Party. 
Once acquiring the use of the English language, comrades like Char- 
les Johnson [Karlis Janson], [John] Jurgis, Berger, and Bernard be- 
came active in cooperation with the English-speaking comrades. It 
was therefore no accident that with the opening of the Russian revo- 
lution in 1917 that the left wing organ, The Revolutionary Age, edited 
by [Louis C] Fraina, should have been issued from the Lettish press 
and was supported financially by the Lettish comrades. 

No history of our movement would be complete without a con- 
sideration of the services rendered by the Letts in America. 

It is not my intention to write a eulogy of our Lettish comrades 
— but a criticism. The revolutionary Lettish workers in America have 
done no more than their duty and it was at once their privilege and 
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their opportunity to give the party in the country the benefit of their 
experience and training gained in their struggle against Tsarism in the 
Baltic provinces in 1905 and later. 

But no individual or group can live indefinitely upon a revolu- 
tionary past. It is a sad but very noticeable fact that our Lettish com- 
rades are no longer responding to the needs of our movement with 
the same revolutionary fervor and devotion as in the recent past. 

Our Lettish comrades are divided into three groups outside the 
main stream of our movement: (1) The old "underground" section of 
the old opposition around the Straadnieks; 1 (2) A considerable group 
which is infected with pessimism and who are no longer active in the 
movement; (3) A smaller group whose revolutionary spirit has been 
undermined and sapped by the influence of the prevailing American 
ideology. 

From the last-named group there is little to be expected. These 
former comrades have succumbed to the "softness" of a comparatively 
easy existence — farmers who are more or less prosperous; craftsmen 
that have been corrupted by the wages paid under American imperial- 
ism to skilled workers; former workers that have acquired an educa- 
tion in bourgeois schools and are now more "American" than the 
Americans. 

Our old "oppositionists" are less easily understood. These com- 
rades claim to be more "revolutionary" than the Communist Interna- 
tional itself. They have not been able to adapt themselves t the chang- 
ing modes of the revolutionary movement either in America or in the 
world. They maintain their old slogans of 1919 as though nothing 
had happened in the world since then. They are entirely subjective 
and do not seem to be able to grasp the changed conditions of the 
struggle and the need for Bolshevik strategy and understanding. Their 
old Bolshevik training seems to have evaporated through long years of 
subjectivism and introspection — by a refusal to meed the realities of 
the class struggle as it develops from day to day. If they cannot have 
their revolution according to their own plan and blueprint — well, so 
much the worse for the revolution. The rank and file of these Lettish 



1 The "old opposition" were the hardline faction of the Central Caucus faction's 
rival "Communist Party of America," sponsors of the United Toilers, which refused 
to reunite with the mainline CPA at the Bridgman convention in August 1922. 
Reference to Straadnieks (The Worker) is puzzling, as that paper is said by Ed- 
gar Anderson in Dirk Hoerder with Christiane Harzig (eds.), The Immigrant Labor 
Press in North America, 1840s-1970s, to have terminated on Dec. 30, 1919 (vol. 
2, pg. 209). Nor is Zihna mentioned in that comprehensive work. 
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comrades are misled by blind leaders who vainly imagine that the 
hands of the revolutionary clock can be set back to 1 92 1 , and that the 
Communist International will finally recognize its "errors" on Ameri- 
can questions. These comrades are valuable elements and every effort 
should be made to win them back to the movement by extending the 
friendly hand of comradeship to them at all times. They need but the 
invigorating influence of mass work to rejuvenate their flagging spir- 
its. By drawing them into the broad stream of the struggle they will 
overcome their subjectivity and be amongst our most valuable and 
trusted workers. I have more than once since my return from Moscow 
appealed to these comrades to unite with us in our common struggle 
upon the basis of the program of the Communist International. I 
now again appeal to my comrades of the "opposition" to stop sulking 
in their "underground" tents, and to come out with us and at least 
cooperate in united front movements for the protection of the 
foreign-born workers; for defense and recognition of the Soviet Un- 
ion; for the creation of a progressive left wing bloc in the trade un- 
ions, etc., etc. I again appeal to them to stop dreaming of the revolu- 
tion and to get out and work for it; to stop contemplating ideal pro- 
grams and to get down to Bolshevik realism. I ask them to remember 
the words of Marx, that, "One movement is worth a dozen pro- 
grams." 

To the pessimists in our movement I can only quote Comrade 
Lenin's words from his pamphlet, 2 The New Times and Old Errors in 
New Form, as follows: 

"Those to whom the work is 'dull,' 'uninteresting,' 'incompre- 
hensible,' who turn up their noses and are liable to panic, or who 
intoxicate themselves with declarations regarding absence of the 
"old spirit,' the 'former enthusiasms' had better be released from 
work and retire so that they may not harm the cause, for they do 
not want to understand, or are incapable of understanding the 
peculiarities of the present stage of the struggle." 

Of course countless difficulties and innumerable obstacles stand 
in the road of our party and our cause. It is only by overcoming these 



2 This was not actually published as a pamphlet. Lenin's article "New Times and 
Old Mistakes in a New Guise" was first published in Pravda No. 190 (Aug. 28, 
1921). Reprinted in V.I. Lenin: Collected Works. 2nd English Edition. Moscow: 
Progress Publishers, 1965; vol. 33, pp. 21-29. Russian version in V.I. Lenin, Pol- 
noe Sobranie Sochinenii, vol. 44, pp. 101-109. 
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that we shall at last develop the strength and tenacity to overthrow 
capitalism and establish the workers' rule. Pessimism is the philoso- 
phy of opportunism. Pessimism is at the very foundations of the Sec- 
ond International; fatalism at one pole and pessimism at the other. 
Pessimism is the vice of old age. Courage and struggle; faith in the 
workers at all times; merciless self-criticism and constant review of 
our tactics — this is the method of the Communist International, 
this is the way of Lenin, this is the way of the Workers (Communist) 
Party of America. 

The Zihna comes at an opportune time in the life of the move- 
ment in America. All Lettish comrades, and particularly those who 
accept the line of our party, should rally as one man to its support. 
Differences of opinion as to the advisability of issuing the Zihna 
should now wholly disappear. The Zihna can become a mighty 
weapon for the unification of the Lettish workers in America and for 
the revivification of their old revolutionary spirit. The Zihna will be 
the collective organizer and agitator among the Letts and result in 
rebuilding the shattered and divided Lettish section of the revolution- 
ary movement in America. The Zihna will clarify the issues before the 
Communist movement and speak boldly and decisively in the name 
of the Communist International. 

The Zihna will breathe hope and spirit into the Lettish masses in 
this country, recall them to the struggle, rally them to our cause and 
our party. The Zihna will build up the influence of the Lettish clubs 
and counteract the subtle poison of "Americanism" and of social re- 
form and all phases of opportunism. The Zihna will speak for a labor 
party and rally the Lettish workers in the unions behind this slogan as 
well as for their organization into a left wing in the unions and for all 
our united front movements. 

Every worker who reads the Lettish language should make the 
utmost sacrifices to maintain and develop the Zihna into a powerful 
mass organ of the party in the Lettish language. 

Support of the Zihna today means to support the propaganda of 
Communism and the influence of our party among the Lettish work- 
ers of America. 

Long live the voice of the revolutionary Letts in America! 

Long live the Zihna! 
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